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Collared aracari

Conservation status
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Scientific classification
Domain: Eukaryota
Kingdom: Animalia
Phylum: Chordata
Class: Aves

Order: Piciformes
Family: Ramphastidae
Genus: Pteroglossus
Species: P. Torquatus

Binomial Name

Pteroglossus torquatus
(Gmelin, JF, 1788)

The collared aracari (Pteroglossus torquatus) is a near-passerine
bird in the toucan family Ramphastidae. It is found from Mexico
to Colombia, Venezuela and Peru.

Like other toucans, the collared aracari is brightly marked and has
a large bill. Adults are 38 to 41 cm (15 to 16 in) long and weigh
175 to 250 g (6.2 to 8.8 0z).%°

Social behavior

Collared aracaris typically travel in groups of about six to 15
individuals that sometimes include other toucan species. They
also roost communally; up to seven may occupy a cavity
overnight.

Diet

The collared aracari's diet is mostly fruit but it also feeds on large
insects, the eggs and nestlings of other birds, and other small
vertebrates. It mostly forages from the forest's mid level to the
canopy but will feed on fruits in the understory. They glean fruit
by stretching from a perch, bending, and even hanging upside
down. They regurgitate large fruit seeds which often remain
viable.

Breeding

The collared aracari's breeding season is from January to May in
most of its range. It nests in tree cavities, usually those excavated
by large woodpeckers but also natural ones. They may enlarge
the cavity, which can be up to 30 m (98 ft) above the ground. The
clutch size is usually three eggs but can be as large as five. The
incubation period is 16 to 17 days and both parents incubate.
Fledging occurs 26 to 30 days after hatch. The parents and often
up to three other adults provision the nestlings. They are fed
mostly with insects when young.*
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